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by the Retirement Committee and introduced by its members.
(Read title.) The bill was read on January 4 of this year,
referred to the Retirement Systems Committee for hearing and
was advanced to General File. I have no amendments to the
b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Chair recognizes Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: T hank you. Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, spent a lot of time deb ating the ea rly
ret i r ement i ss u e o n j u d ges i n a pr evi o u s b i l l . Th i s b i l l i s
the alternative that I t a lked about at that time. The
previous bill said a judge who early retired received full
benefits even though they retired early. This bill says if
you re t i r e ea r l y a s a j u dg e , y o u w i l l r ec ei v e a c t u a r ia l l y
reduced benefits, so you don't get the full benefits but
would allow them to retire early and receive a proportion of
their money back. This is what we do for all other public
employees, State employees, school employees, University
employees, county employees. It' s something that doesn' t
cost any more money and does provide some flexibility. The
only public employee group in the state that doesn't have
this actuarially reduced employee early retirement benefit
is the judges and they deserve this legislation.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r H o a g l a n d .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: I'd like to address a couple questions of
Senator Wesely .

PRESIDENT: S enator Wesely, would you be available for,
respond to questions, please?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: I remember earlier, Senator Wesely, when
we were de bating Senator G oodrich's bill on judges
retirement, you indicated a bill would be coming along that
would ad d r e ss t h e p r ob l e m . I s t h i s t hat b i l l ?

SENATOR WESELY: Y es .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: N ow let me ask you just one question.
Does a judge have to put in a certain amount of time in
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